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A Word from Mike

Welcome to the latest IRCB Zine! 

This edition is going to be a little bit different than the last few. 
The IRCB crew came together to make a zine but we all sort of 
realized that, hey, this was far less exciting than we had originally thought. We were 
having a little less fun putting this zine together than we wanted, so for this edition, 
I’m hoping that we delivered something a little more out there and fun for you, dear 
reader, because for us? This issue was a blast to make. 

I only want to take a short moment here to talk about something I’m aiming to do 
in 2019: Read More Backlog Comics. I don’t know about the rest of you, but I have 
an extensive backlog of comics that I’ve picked up at cons, in the shop, or in some 
digital sale. With the books I’m reading week after week, I never actually get around 
to reading those books. It’s been a real dilemma for me!

I joked about it in the first few days of 2018, but I truly considered dropping all of 
my regular pulled comics from my LCS and on comiXology in order to make a sig-
nificant dent in my backlog. The idea was: I could not buy any new comics until I got 
through most, if not all, of my backlog comics. 

Yeah. I know. That sounds insane. 

Of course, my impulse control and FOMO got the best me and I didn’t actually do 
any of this. By the end of 2018, though, I started to have similar feelings like I did at 
the beginning of the year: How do I ever plan to get through these backlog books? 

As I did the first time I had this thought, I consulted the other meticulous collector 
of comics I know: Nick White. Nick immediately called my bluff: “You won’t do it. 
YOU WON’T.” He wrote in a text message to me. I considered actually going through 
with it to spite him. But, again, my FOMO got the better of me and I considered a 
compromise: How do I limit the intake of new comics in order to start chipping away 
at my backlog? I came up with a few rules:
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1. No binge-buying comics on sale. 
2. No more picking up comics on a whim. 
3. No new pulled series*.
4. Must read at least 1 collection (or story arc) from backlog every week

With these rules in mind, I would keep myself in check by limiting the inflow of 
comics and slowly, but surely, chipping away at comics I have been sitting on for 
a while. This allows me to pick up a handful of series in collections on sale that I 
collect ONLY on sale (ie. the Marvel Star Wars books) and keep my collection-only 
comics (ie. Giant Days) up to date. The idea being to avoid grabbing old backlog 
comics just because they were on sale, avoid adding new series* to my pull, and 
limit my spending in general in order to (hopefully) tick down my entire collection 
from Unread to Read. 

5 weeks into the new year (as of writing this) and I think it’s working out well so far. 
I’m reading more diverse books, I’m cleaning my bookshelf, and I’m saving money. 
It’s pretty decent. My backlog is pretty large at this point, but I’m feeling confident 
that by mid-year, I’ll have made a nice dent in it, not enough to drop the whole 
ruleset, but enough to maybe let a few comics sneak into my backlog. 

* one exception: X-Men books… and if I lose 2 series from my pull list, I’m allowed to replace 

those two with one new series. 
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WE RATE X-MEN
Analyzed objectively by Mike

Name: X-Man aka Nathan Grey
Description: Kinda too cool to not be a bad guy, v powerful, luscious 
locks, mom and dad are drama so he is also very drama, eats healthy 
food, ripped, cool new beard, savior of mutantkind???
Rating: 9.8/10

Name: Mercury aka Cessily Kincaid
Description: forever a teen, shiny but 
in a good way, smile that’ll melt your 
heart, very good person to be friends 
with, can squeeze into tiny places, 
terminator 2 but a nice person, has seen 
some stuff but doesn’t let it own her
Rating: 11.9/10

Elizabeth Torque
Clayton H

enry
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THE BEN PARKER CONSTANT
Ruminations by Brian

If there’s any generalization about comic books that I’m comfortable making, it’s 
definitely that comics are attached to the status quo. Each universe has its equilib-
rium, the point that it returns to if you just stop shaking it for a second. Superman 
is fundamentally good. Uncle Ben is dead. Invincible’s getting his ass kicked. No 
matter what big events come along, no matter 
who dies, eventually things will return to “normal.”

Is that boring, though? For some readers, knowing 
that a character isn’t going to stay dead can take all 
the impact out of their death. Wolverine died, and 
now there’s, what, three of them? I’m jealous of the person whose suspension of 
disbelief is so powerful that they saw him get covered in Adamantium and thought, 
“Well, I guess that’s it for Wolverine!” I know it gets to me sometimes. Maybe I’m just 
jaded, but any death in a Marvel book is pretty much meaningless to me. 

On the other hand, maybe that’s okay. I can’t remember where, exactly, I saw this 
thought. Some discussion about the new Spider-Man flick, probably. “It’s not about 
if they [the people snapped by Thanos in Infinity War] are coming back, it’s about 
how they’re coming back.” I think that’s why we’re all more-or-less okay with the 
fact that nothing is ever permanent. Or at least, why we keep letting them get away 
with it. We know that there will always be a Captain America. What’s interesting 
is finding out if this Captain America is actually Bucky Barnes, or a robot built to 

make the world think Cap is still alive, or maybe it is 
actually Steve Rogers back to life and gosh, how did 
that happen? 

I think the key might be reminding yourself that com-
ics are loaded with tropes. That might not be a good 

thing, necessarily, but that doesn’t mean it has to be a bad thing either. It could, 
well, just be… a thing. The nature of the beast, as it were. If I might indulge in one 
more cliche: maybe it’s the journey that matters, not the destination.

comics are 

attached to 

the status quo

it’s about 
how they’re 
coming back
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Pets
of IRCB Starring Paul’s dog, Phyllis

Phyllis is a chow mix rescue dog we adopted last summer.  
She loves long walks, sleeping, and getting pets. We call her our 

Golden Girl because she’s a senior with a lot of heart and attitude.



through comics
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GROWTH 
through comics

Comics have affected my growth into an adult in some interesting ways over  
the years. Below is a brief collection of vignettes from the most impactful.

Kara Szamborski

I’m not an athlete.
“Faster!” Robin yells as I leap over another hurdle. 
“This way!” Starfire calls from just ahead, hovering above the ground. Her 

hands aren’t glowing; it’s only training, after all. Cyborg is already a hundred 
meters ahead. I approach the next hurdle on the track and Beast Boy laps me in 
the form of a cheetah.

I’m sixteen. They’re not here, or real, but they’re what I need them to be to 
make it to the end of the day’s practice. There’s a meet next week, after all, and 
sprinting is easier if I tell myself I’m training to be a Teen Titan.

“¡Más y Menos, sí podemos!” the twin speedsters cry, first in the Teen Titans TV 
show, then in the comics. I decide to add Spanish class to my schedule on top of 
French so I can understand the newest DC heroes.

Hartley Rathaway, the Pied Piper, is deaf. I learn some ASL, just in case his cochlear 
implants ever stop working and the Rogues need a different way to reach him.

Spaces stretch into shadows throughout Mignola’s work on Hellboy. Ghosts and 
folk-tales are vanquished with a punch from the dehorned hero, when they’re not 
resting in the dark, quiet places. 

The homes of my ancestors become real to me in the earthen corners of Hell-
boy’s world.

I come from the lands of the Golem and of the Baba Yaga, I write in my diary. Some 
things should not be forgotten. Read more at patreon.com/ircbpodcast
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LIKE
 this? TRY

 this!

Terminal Alliance 
(2017)
Writer: Jim C. Hines
DAW

Shattered Warrior 
(2017)
Writer: Sharon Shinn
Artist: Molly Ostertag
FIRST SECOND

Terminal Alliance finds a small group of human janitors working for non-human 
species in space. Shattered Warrior finds all of humanity working for a non-human 
colonizer species on earth. Both stories focus on the strength of friendships, even 
cross-species ones. Recommendation by Kait

Paper Girls (2016)
Writer: Brian K. Vaughan
Artist: Cliff Chiang
Colorist: Matthew Wilson
Letterer: Jared K. Fletcher
IMAGE COMICS

Stranger Things (2016)
Creators: Matt Duffer, 
Ross Duffer
NE TFLIX, 21 LAPS 
ENTERTAINMENT, 
MONKEY MASSACRE

The big thing that ties these two together is that mashup of 80’s style and horror/
sci-fi weirdness. You want kids on bikes? You got it. You want gross-out vines on 
everything? In the bag. You want a vague supernatural dread layered over con-
spiracy? These two deliver plenty of both. Recommendation by Brian

I’m listening to. . .  
Sunflower by Post Malone  

& Swae Lee
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The Shannara 
Chronicles (2016)
Creators: Alfred Gough, 
Miles Millar
FARAH FILMS, MT V, 
SONAR ENTERTAINMENT

Hinterkind (2013)
Writer: Ian Edginton
Artist: Francesco Trifogli
VERTIGO

I never got into the Sword of Shannara novels, but the TV adaptation contained 
everything I liked about Hinterkind. Ruins of today are still visible under natural 
undergrowth, and fantasy races dominate the landscape. Both contain physical 
journeys and a bit of mystery. Recommendation by Kait
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THE SIGNS’ LOVE LIVES 
as random manga panels

Compiled by Kara and Tia

Aries (March 21–April 19):
Live fast, die young, Aries never dwell.

Taurus (April 20–May 20):
It may be a rut but it’s your rut, Taurus.
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Gemini (May 21–June 20):
Gemini: Emotional stability? I don’t know her.

Cancer (June 21–July 22):
Cancer: When you absolutely, 

positively have to experience all 
of the feelings all of the time.

Leo (July 23–August 22):
We get it, Leo, you bought a leather 

jacket and suddenly developed 
a post-punk phase so you’d have 

something to talk about at the 
next party you’re crashing.
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Virgo (August 23–September 22):
Admit it Virgo, you’ve tidied up 

the bathroom when you’ve stayed 
over at your hook-up’s place.

Libra (September 23–
October 22):

Flip a coin if you must, 
Libra, but make it quick.

Scorpio (October 23–November 21):
Scorpios: yes.
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Sagittarius  
(November 22–December 21):

This is for your own good, Sagittarius.

Capricorn (December 22–
January 19):

Capricorn: Talk metrics to me.

Aquarius (January 20– 
February 18):

Aquarius to emotions:  
*disables notifications*
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Pisces (February 19–March 20):
Ground control to Pisces. . . 

everything okay in there buddy?

The Wicked + the Divine (Volumes 5–7)
Review by Zander
Kieron Gillen (Writer), Jamie McKelvie (Artist),  
Matt Wilson (Colorist), Clayton Cowles (Letterer)

With The Wicked and the Divine coming to an end, 
I went back and read the three most recent volumes in 
the series. The most recent issues, especially the flashback issues, remind 
me of one of the big reasons I’ve stuck with the series since the begin-
ning: A feeling of fate. Given glimpses of the beginning of this story’s 
seemingly endless cycle, we get more context for the characters struggles 
in the present. I feel this sense of “knowing ones place in time.” A sense 
of destiny. Within the context of a story, when a pattern is revealed like 
this, I can’t help but get this feeling that for good or ill, the end of this 
story was meant to be. Something detached from the medium. Like I’ve 
forgotten it’s a comic book in my hand. 
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Wash it down . . .
Recommendation by Kait

My introduction to Dungeons and Dragons was over fifteen 
years ago. One of my best friends had heard a description of 
D&D—the world-building, the fantastical character options, 
the polyhedral dice. Not having been provided with the rules, 
she made her own basic rule system with the dice she had on 
hand and her extensive knowledge of fantasy literature. I don’t 
know if my interest showed at the time (I was a distracted child), 
but my interest was piqued again, years later, with a different group of friends, and the 
actual rulebooks. Now I jump at every chance to play and even run a game of my own.

Dungeons and Dragons comics have been released for years, but it was Kieron 
Gillen’s Die that hooked me late last year. It’s been compared to Jimanji, and while 
that’s an apt comparison, the first issue made me feel like I was in the middle of 
an excellent roleplaying game myself. Anything could happen next, and science-
defying experiences were entirely possible. Every member of the group had differ-
ent ways to express their characters and everyone had different (but overlapping) 
backstories that informed the story.

I’ve played with enough groups of people to know that one extra element is 
almost always present at a D&D session. . .Mountain Dew. In honor of all the D&D 
games of years past, and in preparation for all the times I’ll re-read this series, I rec-
ommend washing this series down with “the nectar of the gods” (Kate’s words).
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THE FASTBALL SPECIAL
Cocktail by Brian

“Just mix me a fastball special. . . and watch the man 
with the Adamantium claws save the day!”

–Wolverine, X-Men #114

2 oz whisk(e)y - preferably Canadian to honor Wolverine’s heritage
1 can Hiball Energy Ginger Ale

Much like Wolverine travelling at 220 mph, this drink will hit you hard. For added 
authenticity, drink from a metal cup. 

I’m listening to. . . 

A Night To Remember  
–High School Musical 3 Cast

god is a woman - Ariana Grande

Barcelona - Max George

Name - Goo Goo Dolls
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The Best Comics of 2018 
Humble Opinions by Paul

This article originally appeared at 
Patreon.com/IRCBpodcast

I used to take “end of the year” or “best of lists” pretty seriously: I’d track what books 
I read, records I heard, or movies and wrestling matches I watched all year and then 
labor over how to rank them. It was a lot of work with, frankly, little reward. So in the 
past few years, I decided to simply enjoy what I read/saw/heard without thinking 
too much about them. That said, the challenge of making lists can be a fun one, as 
long as I don’t stress myself out too much. It also is a good way to keep track of what 
I read, because I read A LOT of comics this year.

With that in mind, here are 10 comics I really enjoyed in 2018.  

All The Answers by Michael Kupperman | Gallery 13

This is a thoughtful and moving memoir about Michael Kupperman’s father Joel, 
who was a huge celebrity as a child in the 1940s. Kupperman investigates how the 
experience of fame scarred his father, who repressed his memories of it until a battle 
with dementia brought them back.

The Immortal Hulk by Al Ewing, Joe Bennett, and others | Marvel

Al Ewing revitalizes the Hulk concept in this book by turning it into a horror story: 
emerging at night when Bruce Banner sleeps, this Hulk is a spirit of vengeance, 
haunted by a dark, gamma-fueled force that lies “beyond the green door.” This is a 
legitimately unsettling and fascinating comic.
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Mister Miracle by Tom King and Mitch Gerads | DC

This critically acclaimed series ended strongly this year, with issues 11 & 12 being 
particularly great. King manages to take Jack Kirby’s characters and concepts in an 
interesting direction while staying true to their origins. This is one series I can’t wait 
to reread and analyze again.

Eternity Girl by Mags Visaggio, Sonny Liew, and Chris Chuckry | 
DC/Young Animal

A examination of depression and the concept of identity told through the lens of a 
superhero story featuring beautiful from Sonny Liew. This was definitely the most 
thought-provoking series I read this year, and one I will be revisiting certainly.

Coyote Doggirl by Lisa Hanawalt | Drawn and Quarterly

This is Hanawalt’s first narrative graphic novel, yet it captures the humor and hon-
esty of her diary-like books My Dirty Dumb Eyes and Hot Dog Taste Test. Essentially a 
feminist-minded western tale that manages to be funny, crass, haunting, and touch-
ing all at once.

Assassinistas by Tini Howard, Gilbert Hernandez, and Rob Davis | 
IDW/Black Crown

A twist on that classic tale of a former assassin who has to team up with her son to 
rescue a baby that was kidnapped by her former partner. Despite the sometime 
absurd premise, Tini Howard makes this a surprisingly touching story about family 
and friendship, with artwork from the legendary Gilbert Hernandez. 

My Heroes Have Always Been Junkies by Ed Brubaker and Sean Phillips | 
Image

Brubaker and Phillips followed up their fantastic Kill Or Be Killed with this OGN. 
Although it references their classic Criminal series, this is a stand alone coming-of-
age story about how past trauma haunts people, and how old, bad habits can be 
impossible to break. 
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Proxima Centauri by Farel Dalrymple | Image

This miniseries ties into a lot of Dalrymple’s other books like The Wrenchies and Pop-
gun War, yet it can be read all on its own. A psychedelic, sci-fi, fantasy about a young 
boy struggling to make sense of the world around him and his role in it. At its core, 
this is a classic coming-of-age tale told in Dalrymple’s signature style.

Love and Rockets by Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez | Fantagraphics

This legendary series continues to surprise and impress, even after 35 years. The 
highlight of this year’s issues was seeing Jaime continue his story about Maggie 
and Hopey revisiting their old neighborhood to see a punk show. Seeing the old 
gang back together, older and maybe wiser, was a reminder of how much this series 
means to me, and how many more stories Los Bros Hernandez have left to tell.

Batman: Creature of the Night by Kurt Busiek and John Paul Leon | DC

Okay, so it’s a bit of stretch to include this four issue mini on a best 2018 list since 
the first issue came out in November of 2017 and issue four isn’t due until may of 
2019, but this is my list and I loved this comic. Busiek revisits the conceit of his classic 
Superman: Secret Identity story with this “real world” take on Batman: a wealthy heir 
named Bruce Wainwright lost his parents tragically, only finding comfort in Batman 
stories. As this series unfolds, Busiek and Leon explore the idea that Wainwright’s 
grief has taken the shape of his comic book hero to wage a war on crime.

Visit Patreon.com/IRCBpodcast for
 show notes  IRL swag  “Top of My Pile”  
 exclusive audio  original articles  early episodes 
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Name: René
Twitter: Rodrigur29
Birthday: Summer
Age: 28
Astrological Sun Sign: Gemini
First Comic: Spider-Man 2099 #19, I think?
Favorite Colors: Gold, Black, and Red
Hobby: Skateboarding, Reading
Favorite Food: Arroz con carne (carnitas, buche, lengua, carne asada, 

etc.) Preferably with a nice salsa. Maíz (corn) tortillas, 
obviously.

Least Favorite Food: Vinegar 
Favorite Genre Occult Detective Fiction
Least Favorite Genre:  Non-Fiction
Has Trouble With:  Making up his mind, Being coordinated
Strength:  Reading
Dream:  Comic Book Writer/Novelist
Perfect Sunday:  Sunny? Partially cloudy maybe? Nice breeze but nothing 

too harsh.

Name:  Kait
Twitter:  Kaitlphere
Birthday:  Peak allergy season 
Age:  30
Astrological Sun Sign:  Virgo/Leo cusp
First Comic:  Garfield, newspaper style
Favorite Colors:  Green
Hobby:  Document design, knitting, cross-stitching, chainmaille, 

skiing, hiking, reading, cooking, hiking, traveling
Favorite Food:  Well-seasoned vegetables, poultry, fish, and starches
Least Favorite Food:  Black olives
Favorite Genre:  Magical realism
Least Favorite Genre:  Gore at 500%
Has Trouble With:  Putting down my hobbies and doing real-world 

productive things
Strength:  Sleeping in
Dream:  Traveling everywhere. . .but also not being away from 

home for too long??
Perfect Sunday:  A mix of all the things above. . .except black olives and 

500% gore
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The Sorting. . . 
Giant Days | Sorted by Brian

Esther De Groot
I’m going to deny my instinct to sort Esther into Slytherin, and I’ll tell you why: a lack 
of work ethic. Slytherins are supposed to be ambitious, and while Esther has big 
ideas for what’s coming her way, she’s loathe to take the necessary steps. What she 
is, is deviously clever and a master of wordplay. That’s why I’m going with Ravenclaw.

Daisy Wooton
I am not going to have a big twist here. Daisy is a sweetheart who always tries to 
see the best in people, sometimes to her own deficit. She’s usually quiet and com-
forting, but she’s got the Mom Friend Override to give her power when someone’s 
counting on her. Hufflepuff, of course.

Susan Ptolemy
Susan’s another “Slytherin at first glance” for me, but she’s got a big heart. Susan 
seems very self-interested, and she can be at times. If something makes her laugh, 
who it hurts is a secondary concern for her. That’s just shallow stuff though; when 
the chips are down, Susan will take charge of any situation, and she will fight you. 
You’re a Gryffindor, Susan Ptolemy.

Ed Gemmell
Ohh, Ed. Sweet, shy Ed. He’s always in his head, spinning in circles and overthinking 
everything. While we don’t know much about Ed’s scholastic life, we do know that he’s 
a bit of a dork and about as far from a masculine stereotype as you can get. I’m putting 
Ed in Ravenclaw with Esther and not because I ship it. Well, not just because I ship it.

McGraw
Yes he has a first name, and yes I know what it is, but he’s just so… McGraw. McGraw’s 
the helpful sort- he maaaaay have committed some light crimes to help a neighbor, I 
don’t think it’s entirely clear. McGraw’s the guy who hears you’re moving and shows up 
early with a dolly, even if you didn’t ask. He’ll drop your Ikea bookshelf “on accident” and 
build you three more, better than you had. McGraw and his mustache are Hufflepuffs.
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to Save Money in Comics
A few tips from Nick

Look. We all love comics. We all love the almighty pursuit of a good deal. Even more 
than that, we all hate the feeling of paying too much because we missed out on said 
deal. BUT NICK DOESN’T THIS JUST MAKE YOU A MINDLESS COG IN THE UNFEEL-
ING MACHINE THAT IS THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM? This is a listicle, okay? It’s a listicle 
prefaced by a brief introductory statement, in the hopes of preserving this piece’s 
veneer of reputability, from the fact that it is a listicle. BUT NOW THAT THE JIG IS UP, 
HERE’S A FEW OF MY CRAFTY MANEUVERS TO SAVE SOME BUCKS ON COMICS.

1. THE GREAT BARNES AND NOBLE TRICK

In order to pull off what’s otherwise known as “Ocean’s 14” in some circles, you’ll 
need to do the following: get yourself a Barnes and Noble membership, not 
misplace the coupons they’ll send you in the mail, and semi-regularly scan their 
website/e-mail newsletter for their “3 for the price of 2” publisher promotions. Typi-
cally, Marvel, DC, and Image (along with several of the large manga publishers) will 
have one or two “3 for the price of 2” promotions yearly.

Now let’s say you’re going to buy 3 books, each $20. After your membership card 
grants you 10% off your total purchase ($6), and your coupon takes 20% off of one 
of the books ($4), you’ve already saved $10! Factor in that the third book is free, and 
you’ve effectively created a “Buy One, Get One Free, Get One Half Off” promotion. 
And that’s not even factoring in if it’s Member Appreciation Day, or if one of your 
books qualifies as a hardcover “Barnes and Noble Bestseller.”

2. COMIXOLOGY SINGLES VS. TRADES

We’ve all fallen under the sway of a good Comixology sale. One minute you’re 
heading there to try to put a dent in your already existing backlog, the next, all 25 

3 Ways 
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volumes of Invincible are in your cart. We’ve all Mike’s been there. Yet, next time 
you’re chomping at the bit over the discounts, check to see if the single issues that 
make up the trade you’re interested in, or vice versa, are available and on sale.

Getting BOOM! Studios’ Abbot TPB on sale for $7 instead of $15 is a steal, sure. But 
what if I told you that you could nab the 5 issues that make up the miniseries for 
a dollar apiece? On the flip side, getting the 10 issues that make up the first run 
of Dark Horse’s REBELS for a buck each is a sweet deal. But why pay $10, when 
the TPB collecting all of them is also on sale for $5? A few seconds of research, 
and a couple clicks can have you shaving 50% off of what’s already a sale price. 
SO DO IT.

3. COMIXOLOGY STACK ATTACK

Universal truth of the digital age: when you sign up for anything online, you 
uncheck the “YES PLEASE PESTER ME UNTIL THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZA TURN TO 
DUST” box. It’s likely muscle memory for all of us. What if I were to tell you there 
was ONE EXCEPTION to this otherwise steadfast rule? See, about every other 
month, Comixology emails me a special code that’s usually amounts to “save $5 
on your next purchase of $15 or more” or “save $15 on your next purchase of $30 
or more.”

“Nick, we see these codes on the website all the time,” you say.

Ahh, but you don’t. These codes aren’t promoted there, and some of them are 
unique to the email recipient, so they can’t be distributed anyway. Furthermore, 
unlike the codes typically used for linewide publisher sales, these codes are NOT 
restricted to a single publisher’s works.

You know what separates them from the rest, though? THESE CODES CAN BE 
STACKED ON TOP OF COMIXOLOGY SALES. Over the recent holidays, I utilized this 
tactic to get $84 of books. . .for only $19! That’s a savings of over 88%! I shouldn’t 
even be making this public knowledge! I haven’t used this many exclamation points 
since my last keyboard broke!

“But Nick, you said it yourself, we already unchecked the box.”
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Fear not, fellow deal seekers, for the die has not been definitively cast. This is one 
ring we can fish out of the fires of Mt. Doom. Wait. . .that would make us the baddies. 
Ignore the metaphor. Just go to your “My Account” page, click on the “Profile” tab, 
and recheck the “newsletters and promotions” box.

Fair warning though; these codes tend to only be good for 3 or 4 days, far less than 
the usual sale duration. So check the small print for the expiration date. If you get 
sent one of these and you’re stressing because you can’t find a sale to use it on, 
most new sales arrive on Tuesdays and Fridays. Chances are, some new sales will roll 
in before your code expires. 

Well, there’s just a few of my favorite ways to keep a few more dollars in your wal-
let next time you’re in the market for some comics. You know. . .so you can go and 
throw that money at comics too. Don’t pretend you were thinking about doing any-
thing else. Stay tuned, as this initial trio is just the tip of the iceberg to come (please 
imagine, if you will, an imposing iceberg that predated our determined effort to kill 
them all).

Photography by Kait

Rockerboys AND Vending Machines
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IRCB plays

Mike: GM; Brian: C4RBN-8; Rene: Tres Leches; Zander: Tyger Law; 
Kate S.: Nikola; Kait L.: Pip-Pip; Paul: Jean Kreemers

Tres Leches’ cyber eye spins around wildly, finally landing on the nervous corporate 
stooge who looks lost and out of place in a droid-and-misfits bar. “Pinstripes,” he 
says to Jean. “I see why the pants were worth stealing.”

“Next time, maybe leave the man who was in them,” says C4RBN-8. One of their 
hands holds a grimy pint glass while the other disappears and reappears as various 
kitchen instruments. First a whisk, then a bread knife. Finally, a stained kitchen rag 
appears.

“Well, then I wouldn’t have a PineApple contact, would I?” Jean Kreemers asks, 
taking a sip of the pale amber drink C4RBN-8 had previouly passed her. “Vinny!” she 
says as the man approaches. She sounds excited, a smile suddenly pasted on her face, 
not unlike a used car salesman. “Tell these kind folks what it is you’re looking for.”

“I. . .I. . .I need a memory chip,” Vinny stammers. “New tech. In. . .In a prototype 
andoid.”

“Ah! A young boy!” Nikolaj’s Russian accent booms through the small crowd. 
“Yes, we shall rescue this boy.”

“It’s. . .well, I just. . .I only need the memory chip.”
“The boy! We shall save the boy! Yes! Where is this boy?”
“He’s. . .well. . .he’s at PineApple headquarters. He recharges in the vice president’s 

office at night. There’s. . .well, there’s a party. Tonight. There are a lot of caterers.” As 
he says this, his eyes catch on Pip-Pip, the hovering coffee maker.

“Fabulous!” Jean says. “And how much is this memory chip worth to you?”
Vinny stammers out a price. Tyger Law steps from the back of the group, his 

denim jacket ripped artistically across his massive cyber arm. His interests lie in fash-
ion, not in violence, but Vinny doesn’t need to know that. Vinny stammers another 
price. Then another. Finally, Jean nods.

“Enough to flee with the boy back to the homeland!” Nikolaj proclaims.
Jean turns to C4RBN-8 and lowers her voice. “You see why I stole the pants now?” 

Retold by Kait

PART 2

Rockerboys AND Vending Machines
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Behind the Scenes
IRCB group chat excerpts 

compiled by Tia
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What’s Happening in the 
I READ COMIC BOOKS 

PODCAST

Episode 180 | Full On Western Aesthetic (IRCB Q&A #4)
Mike was out this week, so Paul held the reins with Kara and 
Nick as they dive into the final Q&A episode of the year! Thank 
you to everyone who sent in questions for this episode!

Comic Picks:
•	 Mister Miracle #12
•	 Bloodshot Rising Spirit #1
•	 Firefly #1

Episode 181 | Special Guests: Pat Shand & Emily Pearson
This week, we have a special interview episode with Pat Shand 
(Destiny, NY and Breathless) and Emily Pearson (The Wilds). Mike, 
Brian, and Kait dive into their new book out on December 5th, 
Snap Flash Hustle. Pat and Emily tell us about their new book 
and Pat explains his obsession with Hello Fresh.

Comic Picks:
•	 Shuri #2
•	 Venom Volume 1
•	 Come Into Me #4

Minisode 21 | Adam Ferris + The Good Fight Anthology
This week, Mike, Nick, and Kait chat with comic creator and Founding Editor Adam 
Ferris about his latest endeavor The Good Fight: A Peaceful Stand Against Bigotry 
and Racism. This anthology includes work from Greg Rucka, Natasha Alterici, Mark 
Waid, Kelly Fitzpatrick, Christian Ward, and many more fantastic creators–including 
Adam!. They gang also dives into what it means to be a being a comic creator to 
Adam and how his process works.
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Episode 182 | Religion in Comic Books
While Mike was away at a gaming convention, Paul held 
the reigns for this week’s show with Kait and Nick in tow. 
The topic for this week: Religion in Comic Books — how 
is religion portrayed, what does it mean to include reli-
gion in comics, and what comic does Nick think was done 
really well?

Comic Picks:
•	 Martian Manhunter #1
•	 Ninja-K #14
•	 The Wicked + the Divine #40

Episode 183 | A Casey Jones Kind of Violence
Tia and Brian join Mike this week to discuss how action is 
depicted in comic books. Why do super heroes have capes? 
How do comic books show movement? How does this all 
related back to art history?

Comic Picks:
•	 Uncanny X-Men #5
•	 Bitter Root #2
•	 William Gibson’s Alien 3 #2

Episode 184 | Goodreads Book of the Month – 4 Kids 
Walk Into A Bank
Kate is BACK this week for our Book of the Month episode 
with Mike and Kara. As picked by the wonderful folks 
on Goodreads, our Book of the Month was 4 Kids Walk 
Into A Bank by Matt Rosenberg, Tyler Boss, and Thomas 
Mauer.

Comic Picks:
•	 Deep Roots #5
•	 Super Sons Omnibus
•	 Betty and Veronica #1
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Minisode 22 | Planetary vs Fire & Stone
This week, Mike and Nick discuss two books they picked… 
for each other! This is the first of a new series called “Book vs. 
Book” where two people pick comics (roughly equal is length) 
for the other to read. Then we record an episode. Enjoy!!

Minisode 23 | 2018, Memoriam
Paul and Kara sat down to reflect on some of the fine people 
we lost this year in the comic book industry.

Episode 185 | Comics anywhere but Earth
Brian and Kate join Mike this week to talk about comics that 
take place anywhere but planet Earth.

Comic Picks:
•	 Criminal #1
•	 Life is Strange #2
•	 Die #2

Episode 186 | Income and Poverty in Comics
Kait and Kara join Mike this week to talk about income and 
poverty in comics; how income (or a lack of income) is por-
trayed, how it seems impossible for heroes to have a stable 
income, and just how do the X-Men have so much money?

Comic Picks:
•	 Isola #6
•	 A Very DC Valentine’s Special
•	 Catwoman #7

Episode 187 | Slutty for Comics
Kara and Tia join Mike this week for a true schooling on Nerd 
Fashion: what to wear to a con, how to express your nerdi-
ness, what makeup is legit, and how accessories are the best 
way to subtly acknowledge that you’re into a fandom.

Comic Picks:
•	 Uncanny X-Men Annual #1
•	 Crypt of Shadows #1
•	 BLOSSOMS 666
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Episode 188 | Annual #4: We did too much???
This week’s show is the annual hangout episode where some 
of the people of IRCB reflect back on the last year of the show. 
Mike is joined by Tia, Nick, Paul, and Kait to discuss everything 
about the last year, but also Harry Potter houses, astrological 
signs, love for our fans, the future of the zine, C2E2, and how 
much we enjoy each other. It’s a big ol’ love fest. 

Comic Picks:
•	 Age of X-Man Alpha #1
•	 James Bond 007 #3
•	 Mysteries of Love in Space #1
•	 WWE Forever #1
•	 Life is Strange #3

Episode 189 | War in Comics
Paul and Nick chat with Mike about the depiction of War in 
comics, a brief history on the topic, and some of the com-
ics they believe depict was in a real, non-celebratory way. 
Mike also has a minor breakdown in the first half of the show 
regarding Age of X-Men.

Comic Picks:
•	 Age of X-Man: The Marvelous X-Men #1
•	 The Green Lantern #4
•	 Sword Daughter #6

Episode 190 | Food & Manga
Kara and Rene join Mike to discuss how food and Manga 
make a perfect pair. Rene and Mike drop some seriously 
delicious manga recommendations and everyone leaves the 
episode incredibly hungry.

Comic Picks:
•	 Age Of X-Man: Nextgen #1
•	 Wonder Twins #1
•	 Black Clover Chapter 192
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